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that he himself is a liar. Observe then, after 
om lh act ia ae the serpent had contradicted Jehovah, and de- 
‘ Bp ioe Discourse, clared fo Adam and Eve that they should not 
Delivered before the. First: Universalist Society in| surely die in the day they should transgress, he 
Haverhill, Sabbath afternoon, April 16, 1826.| goes on to tell them what consequences should 
sa By T. G. Faanswortn, Pastor of said Society, | immediately cate their sg eee hod 
Woes, 1 hy Sica_enk tty hace Aviad wai Sa as _,{ upon the very day they shoul sin. % For Go 
ye shall so enaie die; for God doth om. dhattia ee doth know (saith he) that on theday ye eat there- 
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened; and/| of, then (1st) your eyes shall be opened; (2d) 
ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.”” _ fand ye shall be as gods, (3d) knowing’ good 
Concluded. 4th) and evil.” By following him up close] 
nen en feet fis ae a nd that he Ciethata himself; Brat he a 
__ For'the'sake of brevity and plainness, 1 will] sures Adam and Eve that they shall nof die ; and 
divide this section of my subject into three! then positively déclares that one consequence 
parts. Ist, Shew what death the serpent op-| of their trafisgression should be a knowledge of 
amo 2d, Shew that this death was that which| evil! What is it, I ask, to know evil,” but'to 
iod' threatened to Adam. 3d, Shéw that the ‘possess in our own Bosomis a sense, a conviction, 
serpent allowed that God spoke the truth, and} of having done wrong? It was this death that 
consequently pronounced himself a liar. | was threatened to, and experienced by, Adam. 
' Ist. What death did the serpent oppose? Ii} See it matifested in his attempt to hide from 
we look at the negative side of this question, | his Maker among the trees of the garden. It 
we shall discover from what has already been} was this death, this self-condemnation, this | 
said, that the serpent did not oppose'a death| knowledge of evil, that the serpent said they 
of endless punishment or misery, in the future | should not! surely experiencé; and this is one 
world: And that he did not deny'the natural | consequence which the serpent now declares 
death of the body, is obvious from the fact that} shall immediately follow their sin!! This sounds 
God did not threaten such a death, for the death just like earthly wisdom, which is perfect fool-} 
threatened must have been ‘executed upon the | ishness with God, always contradicting itself; 
day Adam transgressed, to prove the words of| and it seems almost. unaccountable that. our 
Jehovah trae. But Adam’s history informs us,| mother Eve should have been’ led captive by 
that he lived over nine hundred years after the ‘testimony so perfectly absurd and contradicto- } 
day of his first transgression. If then the death} ry. Our subject, thus far considered, not only 
opposed was not a death of endless woe, nor of|}shews us that the serpent allowed that God| 
the body ; what death could it be? Answer, it| spoke the truth in his threatening to Adam, but 
was a death in trespass and sin, a death in guilt, |th&t he condemned himself asa liar. It also af- 
in condemnation. And you can easily perceive| fords us farther evidence that we were correct 
how such a death could be executed upon the|in our explanation of that death which the ser- 
very day Adam sinned. 2d. That this was the! pent opposed, and which God threatened. 1 
death God threatened is evident ; Ist. from the f will now pass, and 
fact that no other death could have been| 4th, Attempt to shew that the doctrine of 
executed upon Adam on the day he sinned,} Universal Salvation cannot be true, unless a sim- 
for he lived upon the earth a long time after] ilar death to that which was denounced and ex- 
that event. And 2d. it is further evident from|ecuted upon Adam be executed upon all man- 
the circumstance that the divine spirit has} kind. 
threatened such a death upon all transgressors} Before I proceed to prove this last proposi- 
since Adam. ‘The way of transgressors is|tion, permit me to place before you two facts, to 
hard” —“ There is no peace to the wicked,|the truth of which, you will all bear testimony, 
saith my God”—* The wages of sin ds death.” | Ist, The serpent did contradict the Almighty, 
Such is the language in which the divine spirit] and declare that his threatening to Adam should 
has virtuaily repeated the primitive threatening, | not be executed, and this is represented to be 
“in the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt|the pure doctrine of Universalism. 2d, [f | 
surely die.” But we shall gather farther evi-| should succed in proving that the unadulterated 
dence that the death about which I am now} doctrine of Universal Salvation not only implies, 
speaking was that which the serpent opposed, | but renders absolutely necessary, the infliction of 
and which God threatened, by noticing the 3d/ the same death upon all mankind, which was 
particular, viz. that the serpent allowed . that! threatened to, and experienced by, Adam ; then 
God spoke the truth, and consequently pro-| it will appear that Universalism ts not the doc- 
nounced himself to be a liar. This will appear|trine of the devil; and that those who repre- 
very plain when we view God’s threatening | sent it to be so are either greatly deceived, m s- 
and the serpent’s argument in couonexion. God} taken, or guilty of designed and will! misrepre- 
said to Adam, * in the day that thou eatest there- | sentation. 
of thou shalt surely die.” But, “the serpent) in order then to establish my last position, [| 
said ye shall aot surely die” Here you per-|will inquire what is necessary to consiiiute a 
ceive that the serpent contradicts Jehovah, and | state of salvability, in this case? Ll answer, two 
declares that he had threatened what should} things are necessary. Ist, “he subject mist be 
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never be executed. Now, if by pursuing: the} morally dead or' lost; 2d, it must not be imsos | 
serpent’s argument, we find that he contraili¢ts} sible for him to be made alive, or found. Now 
this, his first statement, it will be virtually al-{ it will be allowed by every rational into’, that 


{ 


lowing that the Almighty spoke’ the truth, andj there canbe wo propriety in preaching salewtion | 
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to a person who is not in a salvable state; that 
is, to one who is not morally dead Gr lest; for 
as salvation signifies a deliverance from such a 
state of moral death, the person to whom it i¢ 
preached must first be in such a state, in ordér 
to be capable of understanding, or, that it should 
be necessary for him fo understand, any thing 
about a deliverance, or salvation. Look at this . 
subject a moment. Do you ever talk of cleans- 
ing that which ts clean? No; and jor this good 
reason: if it is clean, there is no aéed of cleans- 
ing it, neither can it be cleansed. Again; do 
you talk of purging that which is pure? No, 
and for the same reason assigned if the. former 
case, viz. that which is pure cannot be purged. 
The prayer of David is directly to our purpose, 
and may be here introduced. ‘ Purge me with 
hyssop,” says he, “ and | shall be clean.” “This” 
necesgarily implies that he was unclean. * Wash 
me, and I shall be whiter than snow.” Had he 


ibeen already whiter than snow, there would 


have been no need of washing to make him sc. 
* Blot out all mine iniquities.” This supposes 
that he was stained with iniquities, or there 


|could have been none to blot out. If then these 
inferences be correct, is it not a fact indispu- 


table, that when salvation is preached, it neces- 
sarily implies or presupposes that the subject is 
in a morally dead or lost condition, absolutely 
needing, and capable of receiving, salvation? 
This position receives support from God’s deal- 
ing with Adam in the garden of Eden, and from 
many declarations in Scripture. 

Gen. iii. 15, it is said, ‘I will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel.” ‘This was Jeho- 
vah’s denunciation upon the serpent, in the pre- 
sence of Adam and Eve, immediately after they 
had transgressed. This “seed of the woman” 
is universally allowed to be Jesus Christ, whom 
God should send “to be the Saviour of the 
world.” And his bruising the serpent’s head, 
was understood by the apostles, (see Heb. ii. 
14, Ist John, iii 8.) and is understood by many 
at the present day, to signify the utter destruc- 
tion of the serpent and his works. Hence, it 
was the doctrine of death to the serpent, but of 
salvation, or deliverance, to Adam and Eve. 
This is the first time salvation was ever preach- 
ed. But, since the Almighty knew wiat the 
serpent was, and what he would do, why did he 
not pronounce destruction upon him and upon 
his works, and thereby preach salvation to Adam 
and Eve, even before the serpent had operated, 
or they had transgressed? ‘I'he reason is obvi- 
ous. Inasmuch as Adam and Eve would not 
then have known or felt the need of any deliv- 
erance or Salvation, they could not have duly 
appreciated its importance and worth; nor 
would they have discovered the goodness and 
mercy of God manifested by the gracious pro- 
mise. 

We have, then, the example of Jehovah in 
support of the posidion, that the doctrine of sal- 
vation presupposes that the subject is in a mo- 
vatly dead or Jost condition. There are passa- 
ves of scvipture from which we may gather ftur- 
ther support (6 this argumeat. 


ell 
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lsalah xly. 22. “Look unto me and be ye 
caved, all the ends of the earth.” But why does 
the Almighty call upon all the ends of the earth 
to look unto him and be saved? Looking into 
the xivth Psalm, we shall find an answer to this 
question. “ ‘The Lord looked down from heaven 
upon the children of men, to see if there were 
omy that did understand, and seek God. They 


are all gone aside ; they are all together become 


filthy ; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.” 
Now, if there had been any that did “ under- 
stand”—that had not “ gone aside,” and “ be- 
come filthy;” then Jehovah would not have 
called upon all the ends of the world to look un- 
to him and be saved. But since they had all 
gone aside and become filthy, and of course 
needed salvation, he calls upon all to look unto 
him and be saved, Again, 

John iii. 16,17. ‘God so loved the world, 
that he sent his only begotten Son—not—to con- 
demn the world, but that the world through him 
might be saved.” If, when * God looked down 
from heaven,” he had discovered that only a 


part of the world of mankind were destitute of 


understanding—had “+ gone astray, and become 
filthy,” do you suppose he would have sent his 
Son to save the world? Certainly not. Then 
the simple fact, that “the Father sent his Sou 
to be the Saviour of the world,” proves that the 
world needed salvation. | repeat then, that 
when salvation is preached to men, it necessa- 
rily implies or presupposes that they are ina 
morally dead or lost condition, abselutely need- 
ing, and capable of receiving, salvation. As 
extensively as salvation is preached, it pre- 
supposes that moral death had also extended 
If then, the Salvation of all men, or Universal 
Salvation, be preached, it necessarily implies 
or presupposes that all men will die a noral 
death, and need salvation. Indeed they cannot 
all be saved, unless they need, and are capable 
of receiving, salvation. My proposition then is 

+ proved, viz. that the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation cannot be true unless a similar death to 
that which was denounced and executed upon 
Adam be executed upon all mankind. 

But, is this the doctrine of the devil? Is this 
what the serpent preached to Adam and Eve in 
the garden of Eden? Did he tell them that 
they should die a moral death, and need salva- 
tion? No; he told them that they shouid not 
die—that they should not need salvation.  In- 
stead, then, of the doctrine of universalism, and 
the doctrine of the devil, being one doctrine, 
they are as opposite as the Poles. No, if the 
serpent’s testimony had been true, the sinless 
Son of God would never have come down to 
proclaim salvation to man, and labor, and sufter, 
and die. A company of faithful Apostles would 
never have been persecuted from city te city, 
and from village to village, for testifying that 
*“ God is the Saviour of all men.” No; if the 
serpent’s doctrine had been true, you would not 
have been mingling your praises and prayers in 
this house this afternoon ; your humble seryant 
would not have been spending his strength to 
cheer and animate your hearts by proclamations 
ef good will from God, and salvation to man. 

Our subject exhibits two important facts that 
we should ever keep in mind. Ist, Whenever 
we are told that we may sin with impunity— 
that we may transgress, and not find its way 
hard; that we may practice iniquity, and es- 
cape its punishment, whether by Christ’s atone- 
ment, our Own repentance, or by any other 
means Whatever; we may rest assured, that is 
the doctrine of the devil. Yes, if we are told 
that we may do wickedly, and not be recom- 


‘of Satan. 


pensed in the deed, b 
It matters not at all, whether it comes 
from your neighbor or your minister—the doc- 
trine is the same. 2d, Our subject teaches that 
the execution of the whole of that awful threat- 

“in the day thou eatest thereof, thou 


enin 
iatallt varely die,” does not militate against the, 


final emancipation, reconciliation, and endless 
happiness of all.men. Let_us put on the whole 
armour of God, that we may stand against the 
wiles of the devil; and, having our feet shod 
tte y the preparation of the gospel of salvation 
and love, let us walk in friendship with all men, 
till we all come in the unity of the spirit and 
the bonds of peace, to glorify God, and enjoy 
him forever. Amen. , 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
To the American Tract Society. 


BRETHREN— 

You are requested to accept of some friensly 
advice, which | think is consistent with my du 
ty to offer. : . 

There are certain statements in a Tract enti- 


A 


which you are responsible, which do not appear 
associated with the evidence which can reason- 
ably be considered sufficient to establish their 
validity. The writer states, as matter of fact, 
with which he was personally acquainted, that 
a Universalist, on his death-bed, renounced his 
beliet, saying, “ The doctrine of Universalism 
answers well enough to live by, but it does not 
sattice for the dying hour.” Another instance 
the writer states of a similar kind, varying how- 
ever so much as to allow that the man, after 
recantipg his sentiments, contrary to all expec- 
tation, recovered. 

Kespecting these statements, the following 
queries seem to arise. Ist, What are these sto- 
ries told for? and for what purpose are they 
published to the world? These questions are 
answered by the title of the Tract— Usivir- 
saLism Expossp.” They are, therefore, laid be- 
fore the public as evidence that Universalism is 
false. Why then isnot this work done faithfully? 
Why does not the writer of the tract sign his 
name to it?) Why are not the names of those 
persons who recanted their belief stated? Why 
is not even the name of the town mentioned ? 

I call on my brethren of the American Tract 
Society in this case, because the tract under con- 
sideration was printed for that Society. Bui 
who is the public to look to for the proof’ that 
these statements are really entitled to credit 4 
Uhe advice whicb | think it my duty to offer 


——————————— 
ne 


to this Society is, not to publish such statements 
without giving the public at the same time suf- 
ficient proof that the statements are matters of 
fact. That this advice is reasonable must ap- 
pear evident to every candid person. Surely. 
tor the honor of the Society, such proof should 
not be wanting in such cases; for its absence 
naturally suggests that it does not exist. Does 
the American Tract Society care so little for 
its credit, in the eyes ot the public, as to lay 
such strong intimations before the eyes of ali 
men, that what they publish in their tracts is 
mere forgery? Brethren, if the case was that 
of property, would you treat it in this way, if 
you could do any better? Suppose you could 
|obtain, justly, five hundred dollars for the use 
| of your society, with as little trouble as you 
could have told the public the names of those 
persons who renounced Universalism, together 


tled Untvexsanism Exrosep, for the truth of 


dence to convince others that this doctrine is a 


a single individual to renounce the doc- 


duty to let the world know my suspicions and 
he grounds on which they are founded. If you 
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re this is the doctrine | and the same of the writer of the stories, would | 
lose the five hundred dollars than to — 


you rather 
ive those names? No one will believe this, 
Well then, if you think that to d 

salism is of the value to the wor 


names’? But if you had any such names, you 
| would be willing to state them rather than to 
‘lose fifty dollars! You pretend that poor im- 
mortal souls are in danger of endless destruction 
in consequence of believing Universalism ; and 
you pretend also, that if a man renounce this 


doctrine on his death-bed, it ought to be receiv- 
ed as good evidenee of its being false. Why 
then do you neglect. to give suitable evidence | 


of facts, on which you place so. much depend- 
ence ? vb incr aie, 5) 0m . . 

If what yeu pretend be allowed, how can 
your conduct be accounted for? If you believe 
that the belief of Universal Salvation exposes 
the immortal soul to endless ruin; and that if a 
person renounce it on a death-bed it is goud ev- 


delusion, and you are knowing to certain cases of 
such recantations, why do you neglect to prove 
these facts to the public? When these circum- 
stances are duly considered, it seems very diffi- 
cult to avoid the suspicion that the stories re- 
lated in this tract are any thing but trath.— 
There is one circumstance which, in a sp: cial 
manver, operates to strengthen, in my mind, 
this suspicion, and 1 am persuaded that if you 
will carefully weigh it, you will acknowledge 
that | have a very fair apology for my suspi- 
cious. | have sincerely believed the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation jor about thirty-six years, 
commencing in my (wentieth year; and | have 
been a preacher of the doctrivé almost thirty- 
five. ‘This employment has occasioned niy fre- 
quent attention to the sick and dying, the whole 
of this time ; but in all my experience I never 


{rine ona sick or dying bed. ‘his circam- 
stance of my own experience induces me to 
doubt the truth of those stories, which are fre- 
quently reported by the enemies of the doc- 
trine, of deatb-bed recantations. ‘Chere is ano- 
ther matter of fact which operates very power- 


fully to strengthen my suspicions, and that is, 


| have known a number of instances of such re- 
ports which were certainly false, but never as- 


certained that one was true. All these circum- 


stances and facts together lead me to believe it 


very probable that there is not one word of 
truth in the statements which are published in 


ihe tract to which Liallude. And J think it my 


have any regard to the character of your Socie~ 
iy, you will either substantiate the truth of 
these stories, or be more circiimspect and cau- 
tious in future. Notwithstanding I am opposed 
to. the doctrine which you. endeavour to supa 
port, | am unwilling to believe you would prac- 
lise such hypocricy as | suspect you do, for it is 
a disgrace to religion in general. if, therefore, 
there be any way that you can justify your con- 
duct, | beseech you, for the honor of the Christ- 
ian pame, not to neglect it. 

Look at this subject, brethren. 
many will view it Joubtiul atleast. What then 
is the consequence? Youare. suspected of giy- 
ing countenance to fraud, and publicity to faise« 
hood. Suppose this suspicion should become 
general in society, will y 


ence by such consequences than you can hope 


| with the name of the place where they lived, ° gaiu by giving currency to such doubiful sto-: 


ove Univer 
as would be 
five hundred dollars placed at the disposal of 
your Society, why have you not given those 


His evident ~~ 


t lose more infiu- 


| 


N 
: 
: 


ries? In order to make up a correct judgment}. 


on this question,'you should be careful not to 
depend too much on the number of tracts which 
you distribute; for though they are as numer- 
ous and as obtruding as.were the frogs of Egypt, 


presenting themselves in almost every part of 


our houses, you must know that light and frivo- 
lous minds» alone look upon them as being any 
thing better than plagues. Suppose then that a 
host of such characters are enlisted into your 
ranks, by these stories, and on the other hand, 
every sober, sensible man in the community, is 
compelled to believe that you: are engaged in 
the work of deception, is it not clear enough 
that your means are working your ruin, and that 
your success is your destruction? |. . 
consideration. | shall ask you to inform me by 
what rule of reasoning I am to come to the con- 
clusion, that the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion is proved to be false, by a death-bed recan- 
tation? If, because a man, on his death-bed, 
renounces Universalism, you conclude the doc- 


ces in the State. 


But, brethren, I have more queries for your te ins poate 


- Universalism in North Carolina. 
We have recently received very gratifying 
intelligence concerning the cause of Universal- 


‘ism in the State of North Carolina.” Br. Jacob 
Frieze has recently returned from a visit to 


Wilmington, after having preached there sey- 
eral months, and in other of the principal pla- 
He has accepted an invita- 
tion to settle in Wilmington, where there is a 
large and respectable society, furnished with a 
meeting-house. It has been thought proper to 
commence the publication of a periodical work 
in that place, devoted to the support and spread 
of the doctrine of Universal Grace and Satva- 
tion, the particulars concerning which «may be 


a 


« PROPOSALS 
“* For publishing in the town of Wilmington, N.C. a Re- 


ligious Paper. to be entitled the Lrserauisr. The first 


number will be issued early in November next. It will 
be published semi monthly, on a sheet of medium | size, in 
octayo, at the office of the ‘‘ Wilmington Herald,” for an 


trine must be false—do you mean that when a| Association of ge:.tlemen, and edited by Jacob Frieze, pas- 
man dies in full confidence _of the doctrine, his} tor of the Universalist Congregation in Wilmington, N. 
firm belief proves it true? Or can you inform|C.—Terms, $1:50 per annum, payable on delivery of the 


me why the testimony of one dying man is not 
as much to be depended on as another? When 
a disciple of Moses dies in the belief that Jesus 
was an impostor, and that the law covenant se- 
cures him eternal life, are you willing to al- 
low that his dying faith proves the christian 
system false? When the rude Hindoo dies in 
the faith of Juggernaut, are you prepared to al- 
low his faith to be genuinely true ?. If such no- 
tions are absurd, and you reject them as such, 
why do you make use of that which is of the 
same nature to disprove Universalism? | 

I cannot-clese my remarks, relative to the 


stories of the two men who renounced Uniyer-: 


salism as stated in the tract to which I allude, 
without noticing the pains which the writer 
takes, in what L suppose was.a forgery, to rep- 
resent to his readers the narrow  illiberality 
bf the religion which you. endeavor to main- 
tain. He says, **'The individuals above men- 
tioned were possessed of discriminating minds, 
had both enjoyed the advantages of a good edu- 
cation, and were considered by their acquaint- 
ance as being moral and amiable.” Yet this 
writer supposes they were both exposed to ev- 
erlasting condemnation in the future world, 
merely because they believed that God would 
nave mercy on all mend He even goes so far 
as to indicate that the one who died was damn- 
ed notwithstanding his recantation! So moralt- 
ty and uncommon awiubleness must go to hell be- 
cause they were found in company with univer- 
sal charity! Wel!, gentiemen and. brethren, if 


first number. 7 

*¢ The character of the ‘* Liberalist’’ will be avowed- 
ly Universalian. But its columns will be open for well 
written and dispassionate essays, religious, moral, and lit- 
erary, from writers of all denominations. Truth being its 


‘object, persons of every religious order are invited to 


make use of its columns for free discussion. Pe 
‘© Wilmington, N.C. June £3, 1826.” 


Doctrine of ‘‘ Atonement.” 
Extract from Ballou’s Treatise on the sybject. 


“{ have already labored, in this work, to 
show, that sin is finite, and not committed 
against an infinite law. I shall, however, now 
call into examination a subject something like 
it, which is, that of penalty; as it is contended, 
that the penalty of God’s law is endless punish- 
ment, &c. 

I first inquire, why does a legislature affix 
penalties to laws which it makes? Answer, the 
first reason is, the strength and security of go 
vernment. 2d, That the punishment may serve 
to reclaim the delinquent. 3d, That the pun 
ishment of a criminal may serve to deter others 
from the commission of like crimes. 4th, In 
many cases, to keep the delinquent, by confine- 
ment or death, from doing any more mischief. 

Now let us look into the government of an 
Almighty being, and see how the matter of pen- 
alty will operate there. Observe, the penalty 
is endless misery. 1 ask, is this necessary, to se- 
cure the government of an Almighty Being’ 


morajity and. uacommon amiableness and uni-| would his wovernment be in danger, if this pen 


versal charity are all. going to hell, there is 


alty were not enacted to his law? ‘Supposing « 


mach reason to believe that, you never will go legislature of men had the power in their bands. 
there so long as youtucced in maintaining your’) of causing all the community, on whom its laws 
religion. : c : were binding, to love their laws, in every re 
If L can find time, : wi potige hereafter Some | quirement, and with vigilance to attend to th: 
of the arguments which iia used in this tract to} Hithful discharge of their duties in atl things 
prove,.eadiess punishment ;.4n the meantime. | would it be necessary for them to enaet pena! 
brethren, | -do most sincerely pray that you may | tio5 to their laws? Allowing the legislature to 
become just such men as.you represent tbe tWo! have such power, who, in the world, would say, 
Universalists to have been, who recanted the] it js pot best to exercise it; that it is better to 
doctrine-on the-near approach of death. have penal laws, and let the people have their 
H. B. wicked obdurate hearts,-so that now and then 

we may have a poor criminal to execute ; I 
of - A ae ae, can hardly believe, that any will contend, that 
THE GENERAL CONVENT 1ON penalty s aaaadiiiats the law -of ‘God, in order 

of Universalists will meet in Wells, Vermont,}to secure bis government. tx there any serv 
on the third Wednesday and 'Chursday!.of this| ple respecting God’s power to tury. the hearts 
month. 2 opie OF tometins Bibety 9 of Higecentures ashe pleases? If there be not, 


‘ 
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then there is no need of a penalty in his law, 
in order for the security of his government. 
2d. Is this penalty necessary, in order to re- 


claim the delinquent? Answer, it is impos- 
sible. The penalty being eidless punishment, 
it can have no object in reclaiming the punished. 
The execution of sucha penalty on any of God’s 
creatures, would prove the contractedness of 
his goodness, as no possible good could be com- 
municated to a victun of such punishment. Di- 
vine truth says, God is good unto all, and his 
tender mercies are over all the works of his hands. 
To say, God is good to a creature of his, whom 
he irrevocably dooms to endless torments, is a 
violation of our senses; and no person, in a mo- 
ment of sobriety, will believe it. It is then evi- 
dent, that such a penalty would not be necessa- 
ry to reclaim the sinner. 

3d. Is it necessary to inflict such a penalty on 
the transgressor, in order to deter others from 
the commission of sin? Answer, no; for, ac- 
cording to the doctrine which I am examining, 
the first transgression committed, involved the 
whole human race in the delinquency; and an 
execution of such a penalty would be the end- 
less misery of the whole family of man; there 
would not have been one left to be deterred 
from sinning, or even to tell the news! 

4th. Iz such a:penalty necessary, in order to 
keep the sinner fromsinning any more? So far 
from that, this penalty would fix the delinquents 
in a situation in which they could do nothing 
but sin, to.an endless eternity. Nomoral being 
can be miserable as suffering conscious guilt. 
without sin; therefore, in order for endless 
misery to be inflicted, endless transgression is ne- 
cessary.”” 


The following is an extract from an Essay on the Sab- 
bath, from the pen of the Hon. Willia:n Jay, of Bec- 
ford, Westchester County, N. Y. which received the 
premium of fifty dollars, offered some months since by 
a correspondent of the New York Observer. : 


An Essay on the importance of the Sabbath, 


Considered merely as a Civil Institution. 


“‘ If we reflect for a moment what a vast pro- 
portion ef mankind are doomed to daily labour 
for their subsistence, we shall be sensible that 
multitudes are necessarily deprived of all Oppor- 
tunity of acquiring religious information, except 
such as the Sabbath affords. Were the Serip-~ 
(ures universally distributed, there would still 
be many without either ability or leisure to pe- 
ruse them. To such persons, the Sabbath brings 
not merely a respite from toil, and consequent- 
y time for religious study and meditation, but 
also the instruction of the pulpit, and the rites 
and worshtp of the house of Ged. Without a 
periodical cessation from labor, the publie wor- 
ship of the Deity, and the religious instruction 
connected with it, would be greatly interrupt- 
ed, if not wholly abandoned. «The ministers ot 
religion could not advantageously exercise their 
‘unetions, unless their people were permitted 
at stated periods to suspend their ordinary w¥o- 
cations, in order’ to attend their ministrations. 
Religious services, if casual and precarious 
woulé afford bat little benefit, and be offered to 
but few auditors. ‘Under such circumstances 
the sacred order itself would ultimately Peau 
to exist; or it would sustain itself only. by an 
usurped authority ever the consciences of the 
people. Ignorance ‘o! the truths of Christiani- 
ty would lead to their perversion, and a blind 
ant debasing superstitren, would take the place 


of nat religion wwhict, wile ift-sawetiies ithe 


heart, enlightens the anderstanding: ‘The cler- 
gy would in time become the sole depositaries 
of religious knowledge, and would exercise a 
spiritual dominion, founded upon ignorance and 
superstition. Ifat the present day, we take a 
survey of the various churches in Christendom, 
we shall find that the observance of the Sabbath 
affords an accurate standard of the degree o! 
religious truth and freedom prevailing in each ; 
and that with the profanation of this day, moral 
obligation is relaxed, religion sinks into super- 
stition and unmeaning ceremonies; and the pow- 
er of the priesthood rises superior to conscience 
and to reason. 

“ The agency of the Sabbath in preserving 
and extending the inflaence of religion is not, 
however, the only benefit it confers upon socie- 
ty. No political institution whatever contri- 
butes so much to the actual comfort and enjoy- 
ment of mankind ; and multitud: s who derive no 
religious advantages from it, purt-ipate largely 
in its temporal blessings. 

“ The retarning day of rest brings repose and 
quiet to thousands, who would otherwise spend 
their lives in unremitting labor. The avarice 
of the rich would extort from the necessities of 
the poor, the utmost exertion of human strength 
and endurance. But the Sabbath, like an angel 
of mercy, pays its weekly visit to the children 
of poverty and of labor, suspends their toil, re- 
vives their exhausted strength, and cheers their 
drooping spirits with visions of future happiness 

‘lory. 

“ Every occupation naturally leads to the for- 
mation of certain habits both of mind and body ,and 
when the occupation is pursued without inter- 
mission, these habits are formed to the exclusion 
of 'allothers, and man is degraded into a mere ma- 
chine, and rendered unfit for the high and vari- 
ous duties.to which his Creator has called him. 
But the relax»tion afforded by the Sabbath al- 
lows the bodily and mental faculties to recover 
their wonted tone and elasticity, and preserves 
them in health and. vigour. 
this season of rest, the artisan removes from his 
person the filth contracted by a week of labor, 


and from his mind the thoughts and anxieties that; the revolution of ages has never moved 
it; the waves of an eternity have been rushing 
decent apparel, he goes forth info the society | past it, but it has remained unshaken; the waves 


peculiar to his calling. Arrayed in clean and 


of his fellow-men. New ideas crowd upon his 
mind, and new scenes open to his view. If he 


has been taught to appreciate the privileges of 


this sacred day, he repairs to the house ot God 
There, in the presence of Him who is no re- 
specter of persons, he feels the natural equality 
of the human family, and rejoices in the reflec- 
tion, that however humble and obscure may be 
his present lot, he is the heir of a blessed and 


glorious immortality—he listens to themes of 


high and eternal interest—he unites with his 
fellow ci’ zen of every rank in the adoration 
of the Deity ; and returns to his dwelling with 
enlarged conceptions and elevated hopes.” 


Eternity of God. 


* The eternity of God is a subject of contem- 
plation, which, at the same time that it over- 
whelms us with astonishment and awe, affords 
us an immoveable ground of confidence in the 
midst ofa changing world. All things which 
sorroand us, ail these dying mouldering inhabi- 
tants of time, must have had a Creater. for the 
plain reason they could not have created them- 
selves. And their Creator must have existed 
from all eternity, for the plain reason, that the 
first cause must necessarily be nncaused. As we 


capnot suppose a beginning without a canse of 


With the return of/no hope nor support, because they were so fee- 
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ence must be self-existent, and could have had 
no beginning. And, as it had no beginning, so 
also, as it is beyond the reach of all influence 
and control, as it is independent and almighty, 
it will have no end. 


“ Here then is a support which will never] 


fail; here is a foundation which can never be 


moved—the everlasting Creator of countless} 


worlds, “ the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity.” What a sublime conception! He 


inhabits eternity, occupies this inconceivable du-| 


ration, pervades and fills throughout this bound- 
less dwelling. Ages on ages before even the 
dust of which we were formed was created, He 


had existed in infinite majesty, and ages on ages} 
will roll away after we have all returned to the} 


dust whence we were taken, and stil! He will ex- 
ist ip infinite majesty, living in the eternity of 


his own nature, reigning in the plenitude of his] 


own omnipotence, forever sending forth the 
word, which forms, supports, and’ governs all 
things, commanding new created light to shine 
on new created worlds, and raising up new cre-. 
ated generations to inhabit them. 
“The contemplation of this glorious attribute 
of God, is fitted to excite in our minds the most 
animating and consoling reflections. Standing, 
as we are, anid the ruins of time, and the wrecks 
of mortality, where every thing about us is cre- 
ated and dependent, proceeding from nothing, 
and hastening to destruction, we rejoice that 
something is presented to our view which has 
stood from everlasting, and will remain forever. 
When we have looked on the pleasures of life, 
and they have vanished away; when we have 
looked on the works of nature, and perceived 
that they were changing ; on the monuments of 
art, and seen that they would not stand; oa our 
friends, and they have fled while we were gaz- 
ing ; on ourselves, and felt that we were as fleet- 
ing as they; when we have looked on every 
object to which we could turn our anxious eyes, 
and they have all told us that they could give us 


ble themselves ;—we can look to the throne of 
God. Change and decay have never reached 


of another eternity are rushing toward it, but it 
is fixed, and can never be disturbed. 

** And blessed be God, who has assured us by 
a revelation from himself, that the throne of 
eternity is likewise a throne of mercy and love ; 
who has permitted and invited us to repose our- 
selves and our hopes on that which alone is evy- 
erlasting and unchangeable. We shall shortly 
\finish our allotted time on earth, even if it should 
be unusually prolonged. We shall leave behind 
us all which is new familiar and beloved, and a 
world of other days and other men will be en- 
tirely ignorant that once we lived. But the 
same unalterable Being will still preside over 
the universe, through all its changes, and from 
his remembrance we shall never be blotted 
We can never be where he is not, nor where 
he sees and loves and upholds us not. He is 
our Father and our God forever. He takes us 
from earth that he may lead us to Heayen, that 
he may refine our nature from all its principles 
of corruption, share with us his own immortali- 
ty, admit us to his everlasting habitation, and 
crown us with his eternity.”— Greenwood. 


eee 


* True Fortitude is not inconsistent with the 
most refined tenderness; but will tend to aid 
the exercise of our sympathy, sustain us under 


*xistence, that which is the cause of all exist-|sorrow.and impart a pleasure to every duty.” 
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From the New ! 2 
THE SUNBEAM. | — 
Thou art no lingerer in monarch’s hall; on 
A joy thou art anda wealthtoal— 


A bearer of hope unto land and sea ; ; 
Sunbeam ! what gift has the world like thee? ; 


Thou art walking the billows, and ocean smiles); 
Thou hast touch’d with glory his thousand isles ; 
Thou hast lit up the ships andthe feathery foam, 
And gladden’d the sailor like words from home: 


To the solemn depths of the forest shades ;_ 
Thou art streaming on thro’ their green arcades, 
And the quivering leaves that have caught thy glow, 


Like fire-flies glance to the pools below. 


I look’d on the mountains—a vapour lay, 
Folding their heights in dark array ; 

Thou breaketh forth—and the mist became 
A crown anda mantle of living flame. 


T look’d on the peasant’s lowly cot— 
Something of sadness had wrapt the spot; 

But a gleam of thee on its casement fell, 

And it laugh’d into beauty at that bright spell: 


To the earth’s wild places a guest thou art, 
Flushing the waste like the rose’s heart ; 

And thou scornest not, from thy. pomp, to shed. 
A tender light on the ruin’s head, ; 


Thou tak’st through the dim church aisle thy way, 
And its pillars from twilight flash into day ; 

And its high pale tombs, with their trophies old, 
Are bath’d in a flood of burning gold. 


And thou turnest not from the humblest grave, . 
Where a flower to the sighing winds may wave ;, 
Thou scatter’st its gloom like the dreams of rest, 
Thou sleepest in love on its grassy breast. 


Sunbeam of Summer ! Oh! what is like thee? 
Hope of the wilderness, joy of the sea ! 

One thing is like thee, to mortals given,— . 
The Faith, touching all things with hues of Heave 


MLS ous P 
LIFE OF MURRAY. 

. ‘ere 
BOWEN & CUSHING 
PROPOSE, PUBLISHING, BY SUBSCRIPTION, 

A SECOMD EDITION OF THE : 
LIFE OF REV. JOHN MURRAY, . 
The First Preacher of Universalism in America. 


WRITTEN BY HIMSELF, 


, 


This work, which is so well known as to render a re- 
commendaiion unnecessary, is now out of print, and re- 
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